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Jesus says in the classic Good Samaritan parable, “Go and do likewise.”  

However, there are mental dispositions and variables as to why people 

do not stop to help someone in need. 

 

Good Samaritan. 

Jesus says, ‘give help.’ 

State laws say, ‘Caution, Beware!’ 

-haiku – rvb. 

 

Reading 1 

Dt 30:10-14 

Moses said to the people: 
"If only you would heed the voice of the LORD, your God, 
and keep his commandments and statutes 
that are written in this book of the law, 
when you return to the LORD, your God, 
with all your heart and all your soul. 
 
"For this command that I enjoin on you today 
is not too mysterious and remote for you. 
It is not up in the sky, that you should say, 
'Who will go up in the sky to get it for us 
and tell us of it, that we may carry it out?' 
Nor is it across the sea, that you should say, 
'Who will cross the sea to get it for us 
and tell us of it, that we may carry it out?' 
No, it is something very near to you, 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Deuteronomy/30?10


already in your mouths and in your hearts; 
you have only to carry it out." 

 

A reflection, exegesis, and commentary on the scriptures. In this reading also 

known as the “Second Law,” Moses encourages his listeners to heed the 

voice of God and return to the Lord “with all your heart and soul.” 

Deuteronomy captures  the heart of the matter, “It is already in your mouth 

and in your hearts, now carry it out.” It being one’s conscience. Interestingly, 

there is no Hebrew word for conscience, however, there is a Greek word, 

Syneidesis, which means heart. Let us dust off our conscience, and if 

necessary, call it to consciousness, exercise it, update it, educate it, and use 

it as our spiritual lighthouse and moral compass. Conscience is our principle 

of freedom which awakens our sense of obligation to our neighbor as with 

the Good Samaritan story in today’s Gospel. It is a fundamental sense of our 

values(preferences) and virtues(actions) which summon us to love good and 

to avoid evil. It is the most secret core and sanctuary of our being as spiritual 

being becoming human: “Prayer is not asking. It is a longing of the soul, it is 

daily admission of one’s weakness. And so, it is better in prayer to have a 

heart. Without words than words without a heart.” -Gandhi. 

 



    A healthy conscience is  positive and liberated,  and is oriented towards 

caring and responsible service. As the theologian Richard McBrien writes: 

“A healthy, maturing conscience is an androgynous conscience, equally 

valuing the human capacities that women have had to overdevelop in our 

culture – nurturing, sensitivity to feelings, caring for relationships; and the 

human capacities that men have had to overdevelop – achievement, 

rationality, and technical skills. Wholeness of one’s conscience and one’s 

lifestyle as a male or female must include valuing and developing both sides 

of our common human capacities. Our conscience should be continually 

growing and developing awakened by the confrontation of challenges, moral 

dilemmas, and crises. It is an integrated conscience, a call to be the 

wholeness of one’s humanity. It is a caring conscience, a call to the 

wholeness of one’s human nature, and helping other persons grow and 

accepting help for one’s own growth. It is a socially responsible conscience 

with a global inclusiveness to its caring. Finally, it includes affirmation and 

celebration of constructive play and playfulness.”  (pp.998 ff.) 

   We  infrequently reflect upon constructive play and playfulness in the 

scriptures, and playing is good for the heart! I think it is something we should 

do more often. From the divine play of the universe, which the Hindus call 

“Lila” to the innocent, self-absorbing play of the child and puppy, play is 



something free and aimless, the spark in our soul that makes life worth living. 

I might add a sense of humor is one of the most important qualities of a truly 

spiritual person. These days my mind has been riddled with riddles which 

usually brings a moment of laughter. For example, why didn’t Santa have to 

pay for parking his sleigh? Because it was on the house!  The guru, Rajneesh 

says, “Laughter is tremendously healthy, playfulness is as sacred as any 

prayer, or more sacred than any prayer, because playfulness, laughter, 

singing, and dancing will relax you. And the truth is only possible in a relaxed 

state of being” 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 

R.(9a) Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life. 

The law of the LORD is perfect, 

 refreshing the soul; 

the decree of the LORD is trustworthy, 

 giving wisdom to the simple. 

R. Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life. 

The precepts of the LORD are right, 

 rejoicing the heart; 

the command of the LORD is clear, 

 enlightening the eye. 

R. Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life. 

The fear of the LORD is pure, 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Psalms/19?8


 enduring forever; 

the ordinances of the LORD are true, 

 all of them just. 

R. Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life. 

They are more precious than gold, 

 than a heap of purest gold; 

sweeter also than syrup 

 or honey from the comb. 

R. Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life. 

 

 

Reading 2 

Col1:15-20 

Christ Jesus is the image of the invisible God, 
the firstborn of all creation. 
For in him were created all things in heaven and on earth, 
the visible and the invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers; 
all things were created through him and for him. 
He is before all things, 
and in him all things hold together. 
He is the head of the body, the church. 
He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, 
that in all things he himself might be preeminent. 
For in him all the fullness was pleased to dwell, 
and through him to reconcile all things for him, 
making peace by the blood of his cross 
through him, whether those on earth or those in heaven. 

 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Colossians/1?15


A reflection, exegesis, and commentary on the scriptures. In Colossians, 

Paul views God’s wisdom as incarnated in Jesus Christ – the Cosmic One. 

He is the Word made flesh. God revealing himself, and acting in Jesus is the 

same God who creates and preserves the universe. ”This concept 

challenges the imagination, implying far, far more than we normally dare 

think. Among other things, it tells us that Christ lies not just at the root of 

spirituality and morality, but at the base of physics, biology, chemistry, and 

cosmology as well. This has many implications: All reality, be it spiritual, 

physical, moral, mathematical, mystical, or hormonal is made and shaped 

according to the one, same pattern and everything (be it the universe itself 

hurdling through space, the blind attraction of atoms for each other, the 

relentless push for growth in a plant, the instinctual hunt for blood by a 

mosquito, the automatic impulse to put everything into his mouth by a baby, 

the erotic charge inside the body of an adolescent, the fierce protectiveness 

of a young mother, the obsession to create inside an artist, or the 

genuflection in prayer or altruism of a saint) is ultimately part of one and the 

same thing, the unfolding of creation as made in the image of Christ and as 

revealing the invisible God.” – Ron Rolheiser. 

Alleluia 

Cf. Jn 6:63c, 68c 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/6?63


R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life; 
you have the words of everlasting life. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Gospel 

Lk 10:25-37 

There was a scholar of the law who stood up to test Jesus and said, 

"Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 

Jesus said to him, "What is written in the law? 

How do you read it?" 

He said in reply, 

"You shall love the Lord, your God, 

with all your heart, 

with all your being, 

with all your strength, 

and with all your mind, 

and your neighbor as yourself." 

He replied to him, "You have answered correctly; 

do this and you will live." 

 

But because he wished to justify himself, he said to Jesus, 

"And who is my neighbor?" 

Jesus replied, 

"A man fell victim to robbers 

as he went down from Jerusalem to Jericho. 

They stripped and beat him and went off leaving him half-dead. 

A priest happened to be going down that road, 

but when he saw him, he passed by on the opposite side. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/10?25


Likewise a Levite came to the place, 

and when he saw him, he passed by on the opposite side. 

But a Samaritan traveler who came upon him 

was moved with compassion at the sight. 

He approached the victim, 

poured oil and wine over his wounds and bandaged them. 

Then he lifted him up on his own animal, 

took him to an inn, and cared for him. 

The next day he took out two silver coins 

and gave them to the innkeeper with the instruction, 

'Take care of him. 

If you spend more than what I have given you, 

I shall repay you on my way back.' 

Which of these three, in your opinion, 

was neighbor to the robbers' victim?" 

He answered, "The one who treated him with mercy." 

Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise." 

 
A reflection, exegesis, and commentary on the scriptures. In the Gospel 

of Luke, the love of God must motivate us, love makes anything grow. 

Even the plant world will testify to that. Being a good Samaritan  requires 

faith and moral courage. We are brothers and sisters regardless of race, 

creed, color, and gender. We should strive to make ourselves poor and 

begin a spiritual life of service by turning ourselves over to God. However, 

before we respond to Jesus who says to us, “God and do likewise” make 

sure you do your homework! 



Good Samaritan Law States 2022 

Good Samaritan laws offer limited protection to someone who attempts to 
help a person they believe to be injured, ill, in peril, or otherwise 
incapacitated. The laws are intended to reduce a bystander’s hesitation to 
assist someone for fear of being sued or prosecuted for unintentional injury 
or wrongful death. 

The keys to many of the Good Samaritan laws are acting in good faith, not 
for compensation or looking for a fee, and without gross negligence or 
misconduct. The origin of Good Samaritan laws’ name is from a Bible parable 
attributed to Jesus Christ. The parable, contained in Like 10:29-37, tells the 
story of a traveler from Samaria giving aid to another traveler who had been 
beaten and robbed by bandits. The traveler in need of help was of a 
conflicting religious and ethnic background. 

Common examples of Good Samaritan situations include if someone is 
experiencing chest pain, or someone falls and hits their head on a sidewalk. 
Good Samaritan laws encourage bystanders to help these people without 
fear if their actions inadvertently contribute to further injury or death. 
Immediate action by bystanders is critical in emergencies, such as cardiac 
episodes, as seconds are often a matter of life and death. 

Good Samaritan laws exist in all 50 U.S. states but may vary between states. 
Most of these laws do not apply to medical professionals or career 
emergency responders when they are on the job but may offer protection for 
responding when they are off the clock. Good Samaritan laws may also 
interact with other legal principles, including consent, the right to refuse 
treatment, and parental rights. These interactions also vary by state. 

In most cases, a bystander cannot be held liable for not helping someone in 
distress, but there are exceptions. In some states, bystanders are required 
to act in some limited capacity. This does not necessarily entail running into 
a burning building to save someone but instead offering to call 911 or giving 
someone water if they start to feel faint or dizzy. Good Samaritan laws do 
not guarantee that someone will not file a civil lawsuit, but make it less likely 
that someone providing help will get sued. It is a good idea to understand 
the Good Samaritan laws where you live if you are the type of person to step 
up and help someone in need. 

Always Get Consent. 



Whenever possible, get consent before acting. For example, if a person is 
conscious in any way, make sure to get a consent such as a head-nod or 
hand symbol to show the victim needs help. In many states, if the victim is 
unresponsive or unconscious, consent is implied, and you will not be held 
liable for damages. If the victim is a child, try and get consent from a parent 
or guardian before asking. 

Research Your State’s Good Samaritan Laws. 

Listing all the state’s Good Samaritan Laws would be too long for this page 
so we urge you to research your individual state’s laws by consulting a lawyer 
or looking up the state laws on an official government website with updated 
laws. It is always best to be informed of your liability as a professional or 
bystander and know your rights.-Internet, Good Samaritan Laws.  

And to further complicate the situation as to why someone might not help, 
check out the following Good Samaritan experiment conducted by Princeton 
Theological Seminary: 

The Good Samaritan Experiment (named "From Jerusalem to Jericho") was 

published in 1973. The purpose was to study the "situational and dispositional 

variables in helping behavior" where the "situational" factor was how rushed the 

subjects were and the "dispositional" was the amount of religious thought. Darley 

and Batson, the two scientists running the experiment, had three hypotheses they 

wanted to evaluate: (1) people who had religion and higher principles on their 

mind would not be any more likely to help than regular laypeople. (2) People who 

were late to the next part of the experiment would be less likely to show helpful 

behavior. (3) People who are religious for some sort of personal gain would be 

less likely to help than people who practice religion for spiritual and personal 

insight.  

    In order to test these thoughts, Darley and Batson set up an experiment that 

had three parts to it- the personality survey where they would answer questions 

about their religion and personality, the walk to the next building After the 

personality survey, the participants were told that they would either be early, just 

on time, or late to the next part of the experiment. Lastly, they were told prior to 

leaving the first building that they would either be talking about the Good 

Samaritan Law or some other random topic to test whether or not having the idea 

of the Good Samaritan on their mind would influence their actions. While they 



were going to the next building, a man was slumped on the sidewalk who moaned 

and coughed twice as the subjects walked by. They were rated on a scale from 

1-5 on their "helpfulness response" (0 = failed to notice the victim as possibly in 

need at all; 1 = perceived the victim as possibly in need but did not offer aid; 2 

= did not stop but helped indirectly; 3 — stopped and asked if victim needed 

help; 4 = after stopping, insisted on taking the victim inside and then left him; 5 

— after stopping, refused to leave the victim (after 3-5 minutes) and/or insisted 

on taking him somewhere outside experimental context). 

    Overall, only 40% of people even stopped to help the man. It was found that 

the more rushed someone was, the less likely it was for them to stop and help. 

Religion and religious preferences did not play a role in who helped or who did 

not, the main factor though was how hurried the person was in getting to the 

next building. – Princeton Theological Seminary.  

 

PS. From my other readings on this topic – here are other reasons, from other 

experiments as to why people do not stop to help: mentally preoccupied, health 

issues, color of skin, inclement weather, lack of trust, and being in a larger city.  

Roger J. Vanden Busch 


