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Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
October 12, 2025
Naaman is made clean.
The Word of God is not chained.
Your faith has saved you.
-rvb.
Remember Columbus Day and Indigenous Peoples’ Day – October 13.
Let us hear from a select number of Tribal leaders.
   We reflect on the depth, breadth, and wisdom of quotations about nature according to Native American Spirituality– quotations are like laser beams which penetrate to the heart of nature and scratch the underbelly of our soulful yearnings to be in harmony and one with nature. -rvb
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
“Let every step you take upon the Earth be as a prayer.” – Black Elk –
“Peace will come to the hearts of us when we realize our oneness with the universe, it is everywhere.” – Black Elk
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Crazy Horse (Chief) c.1840 – 1877
Oglala Sioux
“I salute the light within your eyes where the whole Universe dwells. For when you are at that center within you and I am at that place within me, we shall be one. (sat smoking the Sacred Pipe with Sitting Bull four days before he was assassinated)

Dan George (Chief) 1899 – 1981
“The beauty of the trees, the softness of the air,
the fragrance of the grass… speaks to me.”
“The summit of the mountain, the thunder of the sky
the rhythm of the sea… speaks to me.”
“The faintness of the stars, the freshness of the morning
the dew drops on the flower… speaks to me.”
“The strength of fire, the taste of salmon, the trail of the sun
and the life that never goes away.
They speak to me and my heart soars.”

Geronimo 1829 – 1909
Apache
“There is one God looking down on us all. We are all children of one God. God is listening to me. The sun, the darkness, the winds, are all listening to what we now say.”
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Mourning Dove 1888 – 1936
aka Christal Quintasket
Salish
“Everything on Earth has a purpose, every disease an herb to cure it, and every person a mission. This is the Indian theory of existence.”
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Seattle (Chief) 1780 – 1866
Suquamish & Duwamish
“We are all children of the Great Spirit; we all belong to Mother Earth.”
“The Earth does not belong to us; we belong to the Earth. All things are connected like the blood that unites us all. We did not weave the web of life; but are merely a strand in it. Whatever we do to the web, we do to ourselves.”
“All things share the same breath: the beast, the tree, and us. The air shares its spirit with all the life it supports.”
“Every part of this soil is sacred in the estimation of my people.”
“How can you buy or sell the sky, the warmth of the land? The idea is strange to us. If we do not own the freshness of the air and the sparkle of the water, how can you buy them? Every part of this Earth is sacred to my people. We are part of the Earth, and it is part of us.”

Yellow Lark (Chief) 1840 – 1914
Lakota
“O Great Spirit, whose voice I hear in the wind, whose breath gives life to all the world. Hear me: I need your strength and wisdom. Let me walk in beauty, and make my eyes ever behold the red and purple sunset. Make my hands respect the things you have made, and my ears sharp to hear your voice. Make me wise so that I may understand the things you have taught my people.” 
“It is in Jesus that we live, move, and have our being.”
Roger J. Vanden Busch

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Reading I
2 Kings 5:14-17
Naaman went down and plunged into the Jordan seven times
at the word of Elisha, the man of God.
His flesh became again like the flesh of a little child,
and he was clean of his leprosy.
Is
Naaman returned with his whole retinue to the man of God.
On his arrival he stood before Elisha and said,
"Now I know that there is no God in all the earth,
except in Israel.
Please accept a gift from your servant."

Elisha replied, "As the LORD lives whom I serve, I will not take it;"
and despite Naaman's urging, he still refused.
Naaman said: "If you will not accept,
please let me, your servant, have two mule-loads of earth,
for I will no longer offer holocaust or sacrifice
to any other god except to the LORD."

   A reflection, exegesis, and commentary on the scriptures.
     In this reading from 2 Kings, to glean the full flavor and message of the story, it is best to read the whole story of Naaman, the Aramean general, whose name means “a good person” in 2 Kings chapter 5. He is a foreigner, a person with leprosy and not a member of God’s chosen ones.
     He receives healing and is brimming over with gratitude and wants to express his deep appreciation to the prophet Elisha. Healing has embraced this dashing officer who commands tens of thousands of men. The Lord has blessed Elisha with a miraculous deliverance. God guides the heathen nation of Syria under the military leadership of General Naaman, and he is very thankful. Consequently, he pledges to worship the God of Israel from that moment on. Immediately the pagan general offers three gifts of thanksgiving for his healing: 1. He acknowledges the God of Israel as the only God; 2. He offers the prophet a gift which Elisha refuses to accept; have you ever not accepted a gift offered to you?  and 3. He erects an altar to God. The message underpinning this beautiful story of healing and gratitude is God’s providence permeating the depths of space and time. We learn how to be true to God, and appreciative of his tender mercies even amid adverse circumstances.
“Naaman said: "If you will not accept,
please let me, your servant, have two mule-loads of earth,
for I will no longer offer holocaust or sacrifice
to any other god except to the LORD."
   Naman wishes to take two mule-loads of earth from Israel to Damascus so he will be able to worship Israel’s God on sacred soil according to tradition. The point of this story is that salvation will be given to everyone as a gift, and God’s salvific will is universal. In Luke 4:27, Jesus refers to Naaman, “Recall, too, the many lepers in Israel in time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one was cured except Naaman the Syrian.” “The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power.
Sing to the LORD a new song,
for he has done wondrous deeds.” 
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 98:1, 2-3, 3-4
R. (cf. 2b)  
his right hand has won victory for him,
his holy arm.
R. The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power.
The LORD has made his salvation known:
in the sight of the nations he has revealed his justice.
He has remembered his kindness and his faithfulness
toward the house of Israel.
R. The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power.
All the ends of the earth have seen
the salvation by our God.
Sing joyfully to the LORD, all you lands:
break into song; sing praise.
R. The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power.
 
Reading II
2 Timothy 2:8-13
Beloved:
Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David:
such is my gospel, for which I am suffering,
even to the point of chains, like a criminal.
But the word of God is not chained.
Therefore, I bear with everything for the sake of those who are chosen,
so that they too may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus,
together with eternal glory.
This saying is trustworthy:
If we have died with him
we shall also live with him;
if we persevere
we shall also reign with him.
But if we deny him
he will deny us.
If we are unfaithful
he remains faithful,
for he cannot deny himself.
A reflection, exegesis, and commentary on the scriptures.
     In this reading from 2 Timothy, this section which is considered as an early Christian creed: Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, is descended from David. It is for this creedal statement that Paul was imprisoned “as a criminal.” The suffering of Paul, and by association the suffering of all Christians, advances the purpose of God with respect to the salvation in Jesus Christ. Therefore, our actions are to be a sign of thanksgiving, appreciation, and gratitude for the salvation freely given to us by God in and through Jesus. The chapter revolves around Christ, who is the unfailing source of grace to enable Timothy to carry out these final words of salvation. Verse 11 offers a Baptismal hymn in that we have died with him, and new life is the reward that can be ours. May we be grateful for the Resurrected Christ who is intensely with us in our ministry, especially in our suffering and leprous moments and experiences. 
Alleluia
1 Thessalonians 5:18
R. Alleluia, alleluia.
In all circumstances, give thanks,
for this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.
 
Gospel
Luke 17:11-19
[bookmark: _Hlk209898594]As Jesus continued his journey to Jerusalem,
he traveled through Samaria and Galilee.
As he was entering a village, ten lepers met him.
They stood at a distance from him and raised their voices, saying,
"Jesus, Master! Have pity on us!"
And when he saw them, he said,
"Go show yourselves to the priests."
As they were going they were cleansed.
And one of them, realizing he had been healed,
returned, glorifying God in a loud voice;
and he fell at the feet of Jesus and thanked him.
He was a Samaritan.
Jesus said in reply,
"Ten were cleansed, were they not?
Where are the other nine?
Has none but this foreigner returned to give thanks to God?"
Then he said to him, "Stand up and go;
your faith has saved you."
 
   A reflection, exegesis, and commentary on the scriptures.
          Today’s Gospel is all too familiar to us – we could well tell the story by acting it out during the liturgy by the youth of the parish as a mini-portrayal of appreciation and thanksgiving:
     Six cleansed people with leprosy so glad to be alive, one bragged, “My faith has healed me,” and then there were five.
    Five cleansed people with leprosy were no longer spiritually poor, one grabbed for riches and wealth, and then there were four.
    Four cleansed people with leprosy as happy as could be, one went to Bermuda and then there were three.
   Three cleansed people with leprosy hoping to say, “Thank you.” One was “just too busy” – and then there was two.
   Two cleansed people with leprosy returning to thank God’s son, one discovered his handsome façade, and then there was one.
   One cleansed person with leprosy with a new-found attitude, returned to Jesus overwhelmed by gratitude. -Internet. 
     This Gospel is used as part of a Thanksgiving Day liturgy when we are painfully reminded of our potential insensitive and selfish habits of being. In the first reading, God made kindly gestures to a pagan nation as symbolized by Naaman. Now God reaches out to the Gentiles. The Samaritan becomes a lesson and model for all of Israel; Jesus condemns the attitude and lack of gratitude on the part of the religious leadership of Jerusalem. God’s power, presence, and giftedness was in the person of Jesus. They failed to “perceive, believe, and receive.” The Lord delights in our thanksgiving and appreciations for our blessings showered upon us – “Even to live is to be Blessed.” The grace of gratitude is a delicate and amazing grace which can unwrap our leprous hearts and souls. They show genuine appreciation for others. Grateful people don’t just say “thank you”—they mean it. They try to show others they’re valued, whether it’s through kind words, thoughtful gestures, or simply paying attention. Their appreciation is heartfelt and leaves a lasting impression on those around them. They’re more focused on giving than receiving. Grateful people know the secret to happiness isn’t in getting more but in giving more. Whether it’s their time, support, or even a simple compliment, they’re always looking for ways to give back. They understand that generosity isn’t just about helping others, it also brings joy to their own lives. They find joy in other people’s happiness. When someone else is happy, they feel happy too. It’s not forced or fake—they truly feel joy when they see others thriving. This ability to share someone else’s happiness creates deeper connections and strengthens their relationships.
     The story is about a farmer who brought a load of wheat to a grain elevator. While his wheat was unloaded, he decided to have lunch. When his meal was set before him, he bowed his head in prayer to give thanks. Sitting near him were several young guys who were making smart-aleck comments about anyone and everyone in the restaurant. They decided to poke fun at the farmer who bowed his head in prayer. “Hey, “pops” does everyone do that where you come from?”  Calmly, the farmer turned toward the boisterous ones and said, “Yes, even the pigs give thanks, how about you?”
Final prayer: God, we thank you for your son, Jesus, who by his death and resurrection has given us the gift of eternal life. We are grateful for the many blessings and challenges you have given us to strengthen us along the way. Amen.



